
CENWS.OD.TS.DM

MEMORANDUMFOR:RECORD September26,2003

SUBJECT:DETERMINATIONONTHERANKINGOFTHEFEDERALNAVIGATIONCHANNELINTHE
DUWAMISHRIVER,SEATTLE,WASHINGTON,BETWEENSTATIONS254AND257+35.

1. Introduction. Thefollowingsummaryreflectstheconsensusdeterminationof theDredgedMaterial
ManagementProgram(DMMP)Agencies'(U.S.ArmyCorpsof Engineers,Departmentof Ecology,
Departmentof NaturalResources,andtheEnvironmentalProtectionAgency)withjurisdictionondredging
anddisposalonthesuitabilityofdredgedmaterialfromtheDuwamishRiver NavigationChannel,Seattle,
Washingtonfor unconfinedopen-waterdisposalat theElliottBayopen-waterdisposalsiteor at an
approvedbeneficialusesite.

2. BackQround. Theupstreamendof theDuwamishRiverNavigationchannel,includingtheTurning
Basinanda portionof theadjacentchannel,is theonlyareaof thefederallyauthorizedchannelthat is
frequentlyandconsistentlydredged.Thisareais ranked"low-moderate"by theDMMPagencies,basedon
severalroundsof previoustesting,thoughareasof theDuwamishdownstreamof theturningbasinarea
are ranked"high." Reviewof previousdocumentationforthisprojecthasfounda discrepancyin rankingof
theareabetweenStation254and257+35.Thismemodocumentsa coordinatedrankingreviewof the
DuwamishRiverNavigationChannel.

3. RankinQEvaluation. The 1996SDMdeterminedthattheborderbetweenthehighandlow-moderate
rankedareaswasat Station257+35,basedon tworoundsof previoustesting. The1998SDMconsidered
themateriallow-rankeddownstreamto Station254. A reviewof thedatainthechannelareabetween
Stations254and257+35showedthatsamples"S1"and"S2"takenin this areain 1996showedone
exceedanceof an SLfor indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene(97~g/kgdrywt) in S1,butthesedimentpassedbioassay
testsandwasfoundsuitablefor open-waterdisposal.TheSLfor thischemicalwassubsequentlyraisedin
1998,from69 ~g/kgdrywt. to 600~g/kgdrywt. In the1998characterizationonesamplefromthis interval
betweenStations254and257+35wascompositedwithanotherfromthe low-moderateareato form
compositeC1. Thatcompositeshowednodetectedor undetectedexceedancesof anyDMMPSLs,
passedconcurrentbioassaytests,andwasfoundsuitablefor openwaterdisposal.Basedon thesetwo
roundsof sampling,the DMMPagenciesconcurthattheentireproposedprojectarea,fromStation254to
theupstreamendof thenavigationchannel,shouldbeconsideredto havea low-moderateranking.
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